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INTRODUCTION 
This TechNote describes Marking Up a bill of quantities as well as viewing and interpreting that Mark Up. 

At tender stage the estimator prices the bill item nett rates using worksheets. Applied markup is then added to the 
nett rates in order to calculate the gross rates. i.e. 

NETT RATE + APPLIED MARK UP = GROSS RATE 

VIEWING MARKUP IN THE BILL OF QUANTITIES  
The layout of the bill of quantities with the relevant markup columns should be created in order to display the 
markup for each bill item, as depicted below. 

 

 

To create the above layout, select Candy System –> Estimating Menu –> Bill of Quantities. On the next blank line 
enter a 2 digit code and description. i.e.   

04 NETT + MU = GROSS TO SELL 

Hit enter on the new layout and the  SoftKey will appear. 
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Now click the  SoftKey. Select the Applied Markup, Gross Rate, Gross Amount, Calculated Mark up 
based on Selling Rate, Selling Rate and Selling Amount columns using the green arrow key. Store the selection by 
clicking on the green tick. 

 

Hit enter on the NETT + MU= GROSS TO SELL layout. 

The following view of the bill should now be displayed on your screen. 

 

 

Markup can be applied by entering a markup percentage for each bill item. It is easier to markup the bill by using 
the facilities on the markup menu. Double click in the Applied Mark up column and the markup menu will be 
displayed. Alternatively from the Main Menu select Candy System –> Estimating Menu –> Finalisation -> Markup 
Menu. 
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TRADE MARKUP 
Select Trade Markup. The Trade Markup document allows the input of a percentage markup against each of the 
defined trades. 

 

Return to the bill of quantities and note the percentage in the applied markup column. 

 

The asterisk(*) in the markup column denotes trade markup. 

INDIVIDUAL OP CODES 
Individual OpCodes (bill items) can be marked up by entering an Individual markup in the applied markup column. 

Note the asterisk is removed to indicate the Opcode has individual, rather than trade markup. 

Note the Opcode is marked up and not the bill item, i.e. if the opcode (F2200) appears on another bill page it will 
also receive the individual markup as applied on this bill page. 

Individual markup overrides trade markup.  

Note: If you apply an individual markup of Zero (0%) to an Opcode this will override the trade markup. To change 

from individual markup back to trade markup select  and . 

 

 

 

Individual markup can also be cleared for all the bill items by selecting Candy System -> Estimating menu -> 
Finalisation -> Markup -> Clear individual markup. 
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RESOURCE TYPE RISK MARKUP 
Additional markup can be applied to all the Opcodes by using resource type risk markup. Resource type risk 
markup allows the input of a percentage risk against each of the defined resource types (labour, plant, material, 
etc.). 

 

The job’s Labour resource type has been marked up 5%.  The gross rate has now increased for all the OpCodes 
that use labour resources. Note the reinforcing items have an applied markup of zero, yet the gross rate is higher 
than the nett rate. This is due to the resource type risk markup of 5% that has been added to the labour 
component of all the items which obviously includes the reinforcing items. 

Regardless of the order of the markup and risk, risk is always added over and above the trade markup and 
individual markup. For example, an item which contains only the resource type of labour may have a nett rate of 
100.00. After adding 10% by means of trade markup, this becomes 110.00. After adding a further risk of 10% to 
the labour type, the rate becomes 121.00. 

TRADE TOTAL DISPLAY 

The total of the job can be displayed by using the  icon on the Candy tool bar or using Candy System -> 
Estimating Menu -> Finalisation -> Trade Total display. 

Try the trade total display for Nett and Gross and view the results. 

 

SET GROSS TOTAL  
Select Candy System -> Estimating menu -> Finalisation -> Markup Menu -> Set Gross Total. The required gross 
total for the job may be set and the markup spread back across the job. Applied and individual markup is adjusted 
when setting the gross total.   
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Particular trades can be flagged and omitted when spreading the markup across the job.   

 

CALCULATED MARKUP AND SELLING RATES 
CCS has an additional rate called the selling rate. The selling rate is not calculated from the nett rate and has the 
advantage that it can be rounded. Adjusting the nett or applied markup will not affect the selling rate. Any figure 
could be entered in the selling rate column, a facility exists to copy the gross rate to the selling rate column. 
Selling rates can also be locked. Double click in the selling rate column. Now copy the gross to the selling rate 
column and select the Lock Selling rates after transfer. 

 

Selling rates can be unlocked by selecting  and then shift + . 

ROUNDING SELLING RATES 
Select Candy System -> Estimating menu -> Pricing -> Selling rates 

This displays the bill of quantities in Opcode order. The various SoftKeys can be used to manipulate the selling 
rates.  
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MACRO BILL ITEMS AND MARKUP 
A macro bill worksheet provides a subsidiary or mini-bill in which Op Codes which make up the macro are entered 
to generate its nett rate. 

 

Despite any method of marking up a job, markup is attached to Op codes rather than bill items, for example, Op 
Code F2200 has been marked up by 15%, it should then be expected that anywhere in the Bill of Quantities where 
Op Code F2200 appears, it will reflect a mark up of 15%. The exception is when the Opcode is used within a 
macro, the Opcode inherits the macro’s markup. 

Op Code 9L8372 is a macro bill item made up of other bill items belonging to different trades which have been 
marked up individually or by trades. But since the macro bill item 9L8372 has a 0% markup, the bill items making 
up the macro automatically take up the macro’s markup. 

PLEASE NOTE: It therefore should be noted that a macro bill item’s markup overrides all the markup of the 
Opcodes within the macro.  

 

As depicted above, the macro bill item’s (Op Code 9L8372) nett rate of R 280.61 plus a 0% markup add to a gross 
rate of R 280.61 despite the fact that the Op Codes F2200, C341, R3150 & M7883 used to generate the macro 
have been marked up 15%, 10%, 0% & 0% respectively.   

RESOURCE TYPE RISK IN MACRO BILL ITEMS 
Since Resource type risk markup allows the input of a percentage risk against each of the defined resource types 
(labour, plant, material, etc.), this markup affects the macro bill items in the same way it affects individual Op 
Codes with the marked up resource type. Logically it should be said that, for example, the labour component of a 
macro is equal to the sum of labour components of the bill items making up the macro. Therefore marking up the 
labour component of the job 5% means that the labour component of the macro (which is made up of the sum of 
labour components of the bill items making up the macro) is marked up 5% as well. This markup will be reflected 
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in the difference between the nett rate and the gross rate even if the applied or individual markup on the macro is 
at 0%. 

 

Note 9L8372: The gross rate is higher due to Resource type risk markup. 


